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an annual tribute of 50 lakhs for the subah of the Carna-
tic. Wandewash was to be given over to Mir Asad who sug-
gested that, if Pondicherry were blockaded, Chanda Sahib
and Muzaffar Jang's mother who were there, would have
to be given up and most 'of the sepoys would desert from
the French side.   Nasir Jang was advised by his nobles,
like Sayyad Lashkar Khan and Sayyad Sharif Khan, that
the besieging of Pondicherry would prove an arduous task
and the English would not fight with the French, as there
was peace between them; they were of the opinion that the
subah of Arcot should be given to Muzaffar Jang and peace
should be made with the French; otherwise Chanda Sahib
would return with European aid and renew the struggle
for the Nawabship of Arcot.    This advice was all the more
effective as Murari Rao, Janoji Nimbalkar, Chandra Sen
and other Maratha sardars in the Nizam's camp were pre-
paring to depart.    In reply to communications received
from Nasir Jans and Shah Nawaz Khan, Dupleix sent
ambassadors, including two of his Council, Mm. du Basset
and Delarche, to Nasir Jang's camp.   Shah Nawaz Khan
sympathised with the French; but apparently he was not
able to persuade his master who demanded the surrender
of Chanda Sahib and declined to give him the subah of Ar-
eot.    The envoys returned to Pondicherry with a letter
from Shah Nawaz Khan explaining the situation, to which
a veiled threat of war was sent as a reply.   In fact, the en-
voys said that Shah Nawaz Khan and his peshkar, Ram-
das Pandit, told them secretly that, if they departed with-
out hesitation, marched again with troops and fell upon
Nasir Jang's camp-guards by night, he would arrange to
get Arcot for Chanda Sahib and restore his territory to
Muzaffar Jang.
Bamdas Pandit is stated by the Diarist to have off erecl
terms of peace by which Trichinopoly was to be given fo
Chanda Sahib, as well as a mansdb of 5,000 horse, a faffhi*
in the Arcot subah and permission to seize and plunder
Tanjore. It was also stated that Muhammad Ali had been
promised Arcot and that the.English had agreed to help
him on receiving a cowle for Poonamallee and a part of
the Devanampatnam country as inam. In the darbcur of
the Nizam, when the consent of the nobles was asked for
the appointment of Muhammad Ali to the subah of Arcot,
Shah Nawaz Khan said that the subah should be given to